THE LORD OF THE HILLS
A travelling carriage stopped at a little inn near the foot of the mountains which separate Silesia from Bohemia. The accommodations were not externally very promising, and the party in the carriage were divided between the expediency of staying till the morning or proceeding by night. The landlady, a round, plump, motherly little body, seemed very indifferent which way they decided; promising, however, to do her best for them if they determined to remain. Before deciding the question they alighted and walked into the best, and indeed only, par-lour^ where the accident of a blazing fire fixed their wavering resolution, and they proceeded to arrange themselves around it. It was an evening on the confines of summer and autumn, and chilly enough to make a fire agreeable.
The   party   consisted   of   Monsieur   and
Madame de Virelai, their daughter Adeline,
and Elise, a young girl of humble origin, who
had been brought up in the family; and she,
[217]st with Quirinus on the subject."
